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She’s got the look

On Monday, Nov. 11, The Florida Rights Restoration Coalition (FRRC) rolled up
to the Enoch Davis Center in its big red bus as part of its 67-county
2019 FRRC Bus Tour, and the first event for the Pinellas County Chapter of FRRC.
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ST. PETERSBURG — On
Monday, Nov. 11, The Florida
Rights Restoration Coalition
(FRRC) rolled up to the Enoch
Davis Center in its big red bus
as part of its 67-county 2019
FRRC Bus Tour, and the first
event for the Pinellas County
Chapter of FRRC.
Founded in 2003, the FRRC
is a grassroots membershipbased, non-profit organization
run by returning citizens (or

formerly convicted Floridians),
and more than 70 national and
statewide organizations, including the ACLU, NAACP, League
of Women Voters, and Florida
Immigration Coalition, among
others.
Under the leadership of
Desmond Meade, FRRC
gained a historic victory in
2018 with the successful passage of their Amendment 4
campaign, which restored voting rights to more than 1.4 million Floridians with past felony
convictions and was the largest
expansion of voting rights in
the United States in over five
decades.
This year the bus tour has
been on the road addressing
the barriers that still stand in

started getting requests from
friends asking for many of her
culinary delights.
Williams recently enrolled
in the Professional Culinary
Arts program at PTC-SP and
should graduate next August.
Admitting that she was a little

Senator Rouson, as you know, I
have supported your election campaigns as well as other initiatives
you have championed, to include
economic development for our Midtown communities. You and I had
conversations recently regarding
the Courageous Twelve and the
community’s desire for the City of
St. Petersburg to erect a memorial
recognizing their landmark contributions to civil rights in St. Petersburg and the nation.
Early reports suggested you do
not feel the Courageous Twelve’s
actions warranted a memorial. During one of our conversations, you indicated you were more inclined to
endorse Mayor Kriseman’s position
that a memorial would have to be
funded by contributions from the
community.
In fact, you indicated you suggested the public-private campaign
and committed to leading the
charge to raise the required funds.
Many feel your actions have derailed the community’s process.
As you know, city council members voted unanimous approval for
a Courageous Twelve memorial
and suggested a wall plaque is insufficient.
As of this writing, it appears
your voice, and your presence is absent on this matter. Ironically, you
are omnipresent and vociferous on
other issues -African American burial sites in Tampa and criminal drug
sentences.
I favor resolution of both issues
and remind you that citizens from
St. Petersburg also voted for you
and would very much like your activism for a memorial honoring
twelve courageous individuals who
improved the quality of life for
everyone, black and white, and
made our professional careers possible.
Spare me a lengthy discourse
on other initiatives you have fought
for in St. Petersburg. We appreciate
your efforts. The Courageous
Twelve memorial is center stage.
Rainita Deloach Stephens,
daughter of Courageous Officer
Raymond Deloach, was buried Nov.
12. Other Courageous Twelve family members are seniors and fully
supported their loved ones’ commitment to equality and civil rights.
Must someone else die longing
for memorial recognition of their

See STUDENT, page 2

See STUDENT, page 2

the way of former felons being
able to vote.
Neil Volz, deputy director of
the Florida Rights Restoration
Coalition, lost his voting rights
for 13 years and was on hand to
help those in attendance address the issues – which for
most are financial.
Volz explained, “We are registering people to vote, helping
people sign up for our Fines
and Fees Fund if people still
owe financial obligations with
their sentences, and we’re encouraging people to get engaged in the community.”
So far, the coalition has collected more than $500,000 for it
Fines and Fees Fund to this
point, all of which go to those
See VOTE, page 4

Cherish Williams is cooking up
a career at PTC
ST. PETERSBURG —
Meet culinary student and entrepreneur in the making
Cherish Williams.
Five years ago, she enrolled at Pinellas Technical
College St. Petersburg (PTCSP) in the Pharmacy Technician program not too long after
having her daughter. Along
with not having a passion for
the subject and the typical distractions of a 20-year-old, she
soon dropped out.
“Now, I’ve gone through a
lot of stuff in my life,” said
Williams. “I’m tired of working
for somebody else. It’s time for
me to get myself together.”
Williams had to decide
what career would make her
want to get out of bed in the
morning, and she immediately
thought of food.
“Me and food is like…”
From an early age, she was
tasked with keeping her
brother fed when her aunt –
who raised her and her

Cherish Williams seen here manning the omelette bar on
the St. Petersburg campus of Pinellas Technical College.
brother – was at work.
“She always gave me the
freedom to do whatever I
wanted,” said Williams, adding
that she started simple with
Hamburger Helper and grew
from there.
Ever since those boxed
meal days, she’s felt comfortable in a kitchen. She even

Dr. Goliath J. Davis
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PUBLIC NOTICE
ST. PETERSBURG HOUSING AUTHORITY (SPHA) PUBLIC HOUSING SITE-BASED WAIT LIST OPENING. ALL DEVELOPMENTS
ARE NO SMOKING PROPERTIES
Applications will be accepted ONLINE ONLY starting at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday,
December 11, 2019 and closing on Wednesday, December 11, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. or,
until the maximum number of applications are received for each property as listed
below, whichever occurs first:
Number of
List Opening for
Applications Accepted
Development
Bedroom Size
(approximate)
Type
Romayne Apartments 2 Bedroom List
Clearview Park
2 Bedroom List
Disston Place
2 Bedroom List

100
100
150

Sunset Oaks

75
75

1 Bedroom List
2 Bedroom List

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com
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Family
Family
Family
Seniors: minimum 50 years
of age, preference for 62 or older.

Applications must be submitted online at https://www.waitlistcheck.com/FL2738
Eligibility determined by SPHA Occupancy Standards and other criteria. Applications
will NOT be available at SPHA’s offices. Telephone, fax, and email requests will not
be accepted. Applicants may use any computer, tablet, or smart-phone with internet access
to apply, including free computers at public libraries.
Applicants who need a Reasonable Accommodation may mail a written request to SPHA at
2001 Gandy Blvd. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33702. Requests must be received by Thursday,
December 5, 2019 and explain why the applicant is unable to use the online application
process.
The ranking method of the list will be based on preferences and the date and time the
applications are submitted online.

Cherish Williams is cooking up a career at PTC
STUDENT , from front page

skeptical when she first
walked through the door,
her fears were soon quieted.
“People kept saying,
‘They don’t really teach
you how to do anything,
you kind of have to
know,’ so I went in with
that mindset.”
Williams soon found
herself learning the insides of the culinary industry from safe food
preparation to food
chemistry to advanced
cooking and baking techniques.
“Since I’ve been
going to school, I’ve noticed so many changes,”
she said. “I feel happier
instantly. I wake up every
day and feel good knowing that I’m about to go
to school.”
With an entrepreneurial spirit, Williams
has already started planning her first venture.
She’s working on a proprietary blend of seasonings called Savory Spice.
“It’s basically an
earthy blend,” she asserted. “It has a little bit
of everything you need.
It has the sweetness; it
has the garlic; it has the
spice. It’s everything in
one.”
Careful not to give
away the magic combination of herbs and spices,
she revealed that it
works best as a rub.
“It makes you feel at
home; it makes you feel
warm inside.”
Her second idea that
she’s still in the planning
stages is making tutorial

videos on how to cook inexpensive meals that will
feed a whole family.
Williams wants to share
her gift of making delicious meals using only a
few ingredients.
“I want to show other
people that you can make
delicious food for less
than $10 or $20 and feed
up to five people,” she explained. “You don’t have
to be a chef, but you can
put your love into the
food, and it will taste
great.”
Ultimately, Williams
wants to star in her own
television show. She’s
now making plans for a
YouTube channel that
will showcase her food
and her outgoing personality.
“I want to integrate
my personality and good
food together. I can make
people smile, and that’s
what it’s really about.”
Williams said she’s
working through selfdoubt and other personal
struggles but is confident
she will triumph.
“Every day, I get a
step closer to doing it,”
she said. “I’m the only
thing that’s holding me
back.”
She spends a lot of
time by herself, which
helps her to stay focus on
her goals, distancing herself from people with
negative energy.
“Sometimes people
can bring you down because they don’t see the
dream you see or they’re
having a rough time in
their life,” she said,

adding that time alone
helps
“align”
her
thoughts.
Williams
recently
bought a digital recorder
to help with organization.
She’s now recording her
ingredients to help with
consistency and building
her repertoire of recipes.
With her vivacious
personality and love of
cooking, this price point
conscious budding chef
will no doubt be a hit on
social media.
“I bring the fun to
everything I do. I try to
keep a positive outlook,
and my main goal is to
get people to smile and
be happy, and I want to
do that through my
food.”
About Professional
Culinary Arts & Hospitality
The
Professional
Culinary Arts & Hospitality program is a 1200hour PEL eligible course
that is featured on both
the St. Petersburg and
Clearwater campuses.
Students are prepared
for a variety of positions
in the culinary industry,
including dining room
operations,
beverage
management, steward,
utility cook, breakfast
cook, line cook, garde
manger, and pastry chef.
For more information
on the more than 40 programs offered at PTC,
visit myptc.edu or call
727-893-2500 in St. Pete
and 727-538.7167 in
Clearwater.

The Professional Culinary Arts & Hospitality program is a 1200-hour PEL
eligible course that is featured on both the St. Petersburg and
Clearwater campuses.

Open letter to Senator Darryl Rouson
LETTER, from front page

loved one as the slow pace
of
bureaucracy
and
fundraising drags on?
Senator Rouson, from
where I sit, it appears you
created this mess. I appeal
to you during this campaign season to show your
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Mapping the stars is women’s work in American Stage’s ‘Silent Sky’
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – A
few years ago, audiences
were surprised to learn
about African-American female
mathematicians
hired as “computers”
working at NASA during
the Space Race era
through the film Hidden
Figures.
Now, theater has its say
in revealing hidden female
heroes impacting science
in playwright Lauren Gunderson’s “Silent Sky,” running through Dec. 22 at
American Stage.
The play charts the
journey of Henrietta Leavitt (1868-1921) and her pas-

sionate desire to determine the earth’s place in
the universe while revealing the profound impact
three driven and determined women researchers
had on the field of astronomy.
Played engagingly by
Susan Maris, Leavitt is
confronted by a series of
hurdles after gaining a position at the Harvard College Observatory as one of
its vital “computers” –
alongside Annie Jump
Cannon (1863 – 1941),
played by Vickie Daignault
— and Williamina Fleming
(1857-1911), portrayed by
Karel K. Wright.
Hired to work under

observatory director Edward Charles Pickering,
who is referred to but not
depicted in the play, Henrietta is schooled on the role
of women in the all-male
department by senior computers Cannon and Fleming. As her two mentors,
Daignault and Wright,
bring lovable and lively
snark and spark to their
roles.
Henrietta, hired to
measure the brightness
and positions of stars in
the sky through images on
glass plates, learns that the
women – referred to patronizingly as “Pickering’s
harem” — aren’t allowed
Photo courtesy of @JoeyClayStudio

See STAGE, page 4
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Poynter Institute Bowtie Ball
featured heavy hitters
BY FAYE TIPPY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – It
was a night to celebrate
freedom of speech and
honor achievements in
journalism. The Poynter
Institute’s fifth annual
Bowtie Ball, held Nov. 2 at
the Vinoy Renaissance Resort, brought out some of
journalism’s
brightest
minds.
Approximately
550
people, including journalists, media executives, philanthropists, educators
and business and community leaders, came out to
honor two journalists that
have left distinctive marks
on the industry — Katie
Couric and Norman Pearlstine.
Both Couric and Pearlstine sat down with Poynter executives for a
question and answer ses-

sion that touched on subjects such as the media’s
changing landscape and
workplace culture.
Couric, who is well
known for being the co-anchor on NBC’s Today
show for 15 years before
becoming the first woman
to solo anchor a nightly
network news broadcast,
spoke about sexism in the
workplace. She said she’s
faced chauvinism and implicit bias and encourages
women to stand up for
themselves and not apologize for wanting to “contribute to a conversation.”
As a former news anchor and now media company owner, Couric spoke
with Kelly McBride, senior vice president of the
Poynter Institute, about
the upcoming presidential
election and what questions should be asked of
the candidates. Instead of

talking about what a poor
job the current president
is doing, she wants to hear
about their vision for
America and what their
plans are for workingclass people in small
towns across the country.
Couric, who is an alum
of the Poynter Institute,
was honored with the
Poynter Medal for Lifetime Achievement in Journalism.
Neil Brown, president
of the Poynter Institute,
discussed the decline of
print media and reaching
broader audiences with
Pearlstine, the executive
editor of the Los Angeles
Times.
With
newspapers
around the country shuttering their operations almost daily, Pearlstine feels
that there needs to be
more of a focus on local
coverage such as home-

The Weekly Challenger

Keith Woods, vice president of newsroom training and diversity at
National Public Radio and Denise Smith, former Fox 13 news anchor in
Tampa, were on hand to share words of support to the institute.
lessness, the housing crisis, immigration, the environment and education.
Almost every city in America is grappling with one or
more of these issues, and
readers want to be informed about their area.
Pearlstine said local
news entities must feature
more diverse voices and
not assume “everybody
thinks the same thing
about everything.”
“I think the most important thing we can do is
really listen to the people
we hope to serve. In
doing so, we learn a great
deal about what is valuable and what is important,” said Pearlstine,
whose career spans more
than five decades at top
media giants such as Wall
Street Journal, Time
Warner and Bloomberg.
Pearlstine
was
awarded the Distinguished Service to Journalism Award, and the

Tampa Bay Times reporter Ernest Hooper

South Florida Sentinel was glas High School in Parkalso recognized for its land, Fla. last year.
Pulitzer Prize-winning covThe Weekly Challenger
erage of the mass shooting was a media sponsor.
at Marjory Stoneman Dou-

Trailblazing journalist Katie Couric and
The Challenger’s Faye Tippy

2019 FRRC Bus Tour helps returning citizens register to vote
VOTE, from front page

who need help paying
their legal costs – which
are mostly administrative
fees — to register.
Organizer, activist and
filmmaker Jabaar Edmond
is the Pinellas County
Chapter lead. “Our meeting is every first Thursday
at six o’clock,” he shared,
explaining that county
chapters help raise donations and locate the stories
of returning citizens who
might need help.
“We share opportunities; we talk to each other.
And it’s counseling — it’s
also a group where we
comfort each other and
help each other. Also,
we’re looking to get people
in action, knocking on
doors, canvassing, talking
to people about voting and
registering people to vote,”
Edmond added.
According to The Sentencing Project, while
there are 840,000 people in
Florida who are eligible to
vote, there are 560,000
people who still need to
help to become eligible.
That eligibility is being
delayed due to state law
SB 7066, which requires
payment of all court-ordered restitution, fines and

fees before those with
felony convictions are allowed to vote.
Recently civil rights
lawyers have filed suit
against the state on behalf
of 17 plaintiffs claiming
that the law is an unconstitutional Jim Crow era poll
tax. Florida Judge Robert
Hinkle has temporarily
blocked the law until the
conclusion of the federal
trial, which will not begin
until April 2020.
But lawyers say that
the poll tax has dissuaded
many from registering and
caused fear among formerly convicted persons,
who fear breaking the law
if fees from a long-ago case
were discovered.
Volz said the coalition
recently helped a group of
returned citizens in Miami
appear in court and
worked with the state attorney and public defender to get a court
decision from the judge
that would allow them to
vote – and they registered
that day.
The coalition is working with state attorneys, including Andrew Warren in
Hillsborough, to see what
more can be done to ad-

dress the issues.
Volz said Warren is
“very focused on allowing
people with financial hardships to modify their sentences. You have different
state attorneys throughout
the state who are looking
at what’s possible.”
Calling the 2019 bus
tour “an appetizer,” Volz
said the bus would be returning to Hillsborough
and Pinellas in 2020 to continue to help spread the
word.
“I was overwhelmed
— there was a lady who
came in here, she paid $70
to Uber. Why? So, she
could register to vote,” he
added. “You know, that’s
just powerful. That is
somebody who’s like, ‘I
want to be a full citizen
again.’”
Disenfranchised felons
can text FINES to 82623 or
visit Florida Rights Restoration Coalition website at
FloridaRRC.com to learn
more about getting help
with their fines and fees.
For more information,
you can also call 1-877MYVOTE-0.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

Mapping the stars is women’s work in American Stage’s SILENT SKY
From STAGE, page 3

to touch the observatory’s prized telescope or
even be allowed to investigate or write about their
own discoveries.
Instead, Cannon and
Fleming encourage Leavitt to see the importance
of their work and push
herself to track the mysteries of the faraway stars
with pride and excellence
– which ultimately leads to
Leavitt’s phenomenal discoveries as the years pass.
The play also presents
the dilemmas Leavitt
faces as she decides to

“work” at Harvard rather
than remain with her sister Margaret (Kate Berg)
at their father’s farm in
Wisconsin.
At times, Leavitt is led
to question her own
missed opportunities to
engage in family ties or
even fully realized romance – the possibility of
which
is
presented
through the character of
Peter Shaw (played with
goofy charm by Benjamin
T. Ismail), a less-than-impassioned
astronomer
who’d rather be an actor.

The only fictional
character in the play,
Shaw’s presence supposedly (one assumes), highlights Leavitt’s struggle to
balance both her career
goals and a woman’s “expected” romantic, familial
tendencies.
Set during the beginnings of the women’s suffrage movement, through
the character of Cannon
— a member of the National Women’s Party —
Gunderson reveals aspects of the growing battle to gain the vote for

women.
The performances are
all strong, and under director Kristin Clippard’s
able direction, we move
fairly seamlessly through
the play’s sometimes
philosophical moments
and jumps in time. Lynne
Chase’s lighting design
and Jerid Fox’s projections inject satisfying visual elements into the
piece.
Although the latter
part of the first act
seemed to get bogged
down attempting to weave

in the fictional romance
between Leavitt and the
bumbling Shaw, the play’s
second act moves along at
a good pace.
Ultimately “Silent Sky”
leaves all the characters –
and the audience – in a
place of triumphant wonder at the meticulously
recorded
accomplishments and calculations of
the female computers,
upon whose work later astronomers such as Edwin
Hubble would build their
own scientific discoveries.
An excellent play for

young people, this is a
perfect way to celebrate
Women’s History Month
2020 a little early (or celebrate 2019’s very late) —
and makes for both informative and enjoyable
theater.
“Silent Sky” is at
American Stage, 163
Third St. N, St. Petersburg, until Sunday, Dec.
22. Call (727) 823-PLAY
(7529) or visit AmericanStage.org.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark M.B Church
Women Intermediate Auxiliary
Presents:

A Holiday Heritage Brunch Workshop
Healing the Divides and Strengthening the Sistahood
Luke 10:38-42
Workshop Facilitator: Rev Brian K. Brown, Pastor
Location: St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
1301 37th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Date: December 14, 2019
Time: 10 am to 2pm
Dress Code: African Attire
Donation: $10.00
For questions and additional information
please contact Sis. Charissa Jackson at 727-452-7732
or Sis. Leticia Rogers at 727-253-5748

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

The truth, the whole truth
“The Holy Spirit will
bring all things to your remembrance whatever I
have said unto you.” John
14:26
Denial- Learning the
Bible does not intimidate
me. I do not feel insecure
about my knowledge of
scripture.
Affirmation – I know all
the scripture that I need to
know to overcome any
issue in my life.
You have your own personal truth. It is truth with
a lower case “t”. Your truth
is what works for you. You
developed
your
truth
through your various life
experiences. Your truth is
individualized to fit your
personality. Your truth does
not work for others and
their truth does not work
for you. In addition to your
truth, there is Truth with a

capital “T”. This Truth is
called Universal Truth because its principles can
apply to anyone and its
practices can be used in any
situation. Universal Truth is
timeless. It endures forever
and transcends generations.
Jesus as Wayshower
successfully
navigated
through his wilderness experience because he knew
the Truth of the scriptures.
He was a Student of Truth;
therefore, he was able to
quote the Truth to himself
and apply it to the various
challenges that he faced
while in the wilderness.
The common phrase that
he said in the face of every
temptation was, “It is written.” He used the Truth to
triumph over his temptations.
As a Wayshower, you

are presented with various
obstacles to overcome, hurdles to jump over and
mountains to move. You
grow in Christ consciousness by increasing your
reading, studying, and researching the scriptures
that are filled with Universal
Truths. The degree of success that you experience in
life’s challenges is based on
your knowledge and use of
the Truth.
Reflection Question –
What is your favorite verse
of scripture? What makes it
your favorite? What does it
mean to you and how does
it serve as your Truth?
Meditation Activity –
Spend at least 30 minutes in
meditation based on your
favorite verse of scripture.
The 30 minutes can be done
in one setting or broken up
throughout the day.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Feel your feelings!
“We have not a high
priest who cannot be
touched with the feelings of
our infirmities. He was
tempted in all points like a we
are yet without sin.” Hebrews 4:15
Affirmation – I transform
my feeling energy into productivity.
Your heart is the feeling
aspect
of
your
soul.
Thoughts alone are insufficient to bring your good into
manifestation. Not only do
you need to think it, you
need to feel it. Feelings are
the energy that draws your
good to you and you to your

good.
In the wilderness, Jesus,
the Wayshower, was in touch
with his feelings. The primary feeling that he experienced in the wilderness was
temptation. He felt tempted
to prove who he was by turning the stones into bread. He
did not give into that temptation; he allowed that feeling
to pass through his soul. He
felt tempted to jump from the
pinnacle of the temple to see
if the angels were going to
catch him; he allowed that
feeling to pass through his
soul as well. He felt tempted
to bow down and worship

things; he also allowed that
feeling to pass through his
soul. Jesus sat with his feelings until they passed.
You don’t have to be
afraid of your feelings. Your
feelings do not define who
you are. Feelings are energy.
You can decide how you
channel that energy. With
the energy of your feelings
you can choose to be productive or destructive. You are
lord of your feelings.
Reflection Question –
How can you get more in
touch with your feelings?
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Thankful
“We are thankful for Your love and peace dear
GOD, that You give so unconditionally;

So we urge everyone to operate with a thankful
and forgiving heart;

We are thankful for Your grace, favor and mercy,
that we are truly blessed to see.

Be thankful for GOD’s presence and HIS love
that will never depart.

We are thankful as You lead and guide our footsteps in the way of CHRIST;

Be thankful for all the challenges and trials GOD
has brought you through;

Our thankful hearts are humbled as You eliminate the desperation of our strife.

And be thankful to JESUS for the restoration and
the blessings of peace and healing GOD continues to give to you.”

We thank You LORD for Your kindness and the
revelation of Your strength;
Our hearts are truly thankful, for the depth and
the abundance of Your amazing strength.

AMEN
“And let the peace of GOD rule in your hearts, to
the which also ye are called in one body; and be
ye thankful.”
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Matter of the Heart 12th Annual Turkey Giveaway
ST. PETERSBURG –
Non-profit organization
Matter of the Heart Radio
& Connecting Point Ministry hosted the 12th Annual Turkey Giveaway
and Health Awareness
event Saturday, Nov. 9 at
Pinellas Technical College.
The brainchild of radio
personality
Princess
Denise Parker Wright of
99.1 FM, she said through
the blessings of God, the
event was an overwhelming success.
“We blessed more
than 500 families with a
turkey to serve on
Thanksgiving Day and
served the attendees with
a hearty lunch of smoked
turkey, yellow rice, green
beans and cornbread.”
Wright partnered with
several ministries such as
Minister Garfield Leather-

wood of Backyard Ministries, who provided attendees with 600 pieces of
clothing and 200 hundred
pairs of shoes.
Pastor
Kara’Lynne
Brubaker of Positive Impact Church blessed the
attendees with fresh meat,
fruit, vegetables and
bread, while Lugenia Jackson baked an array of delicious desserts that
included cakes, pies, pudding and more.
Whether it’s her
Thanksgiving or toy giveaway events, Wright always adds her love for
God and inspiration to the
program. This year,
Prophet Brian Anderson,
Sr. of Secret Deliverance
Tabernacle and Evangelist Beverly Sanders of Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church hosted
the event.

Special guests included gospel rap group
“One Body,” comedian
Dontae Williams, poet
Marcus Clark, Evangelists
Bambi Jones and Vera
Gray, Janice Gaines, Minister Brian Bordley and
special guest speaker Pastor Chris St. Julian of Worship City Church here in
St. Pete.
Vendors such as
ArdyssLife
distributor
Halimah Kencler, Denise
Elias of Simply Health
Care, Joseph Norfleet of
United Health Care, Victoria Alderman of Academy
Prep, author Donald
Dowridge and Chianta
Harris helped to bring
health and awareness to
eventgoers.
Wright would like to
acknowledge the sponsors
and donors for their charitable giving and support:

• Glad Tidings Assembly of God
• Bishop Judy Rivers
of Today’s New Revelation
Ministry
• Council Member
Charlie Gerdes
• Kenneth Wright,
• Ann Favorites
• Lynette Harding

• Marlo Scott
• Janie Hudson
• Nova Holloman
• Barbara Sorey-Love,
• Pastor Sheila Ward
• Elder Delores
Gordon
• Janice Starling
• Jared Walker
• Irene Pridgen,

• Cheryl Gonzalez
• Stanley Butler
• ReMax Realty
If anyone is interested
in being a guess on Matters of the Heart Radio
Broadcast on 99.1 FM (the
second Saturday of each
month from 12-1 p.m.),
please call 727-488-8818.

Visionary
Brief

She’s got the look

by Keisha Bell, Esq.
The year was 1962,
and the country had seen
the Civil Rights Act of
1957 and the Civil Rights
Act of 1960. It would
soon see the Civil Rights
Acts of 1964, 1965, and
1968. Amid obstacles
founded in racism lived
those embedded in colorism. What if you have
the talent, but your
“look” caused concern?
Meet Patricia Louise
Holte, more famously
known as Patti LaBelle.
Born May 24, 1944, in
Philadelphia, she is a
singer, entrepreneur, and
actress who is affectionately known as the “Godmother of Soul.”
When she was the
lead vocalist of Patti La-

Belle and the Bluebelles,
she made history with
her group when they became the first AfricanAmerican vocal group to
be on the cover of Rolling
Stone magazine. After
the group’s name change
to LaBelle, they made
history again by becoming the first rock and roll
vocal group to perform at
the Metropolitan Opera
House.
Shortly after winning
a high school talent competition in 1960, LaBelle
agreed to be a part of her
first
singing
group
named the Ordettes. The
group quickly gained
local popularity.
By 1962, three new
members were selected

to replace the three who
left. That same year, the
newly formed group auditioned for Harold
Robinson, a local record
label owner.
Robinson was impressed by LaBelle’s
singing ability after having first being dismissive
of her because he
thought she was “too
dark and too plain.”
The year was 1962.
The country was experiencing blatant outcries to
address unequal treatment surrounding race,
culture, and gender.
Robinson had concerns
but signed LaBelle and
the group. In 1963, the
group had their first hit
single.

For more opportunities, the group relocated
to New York. Two years
later, one of its singers
left. That would not be
the only change. Over
the years, the group
signed with several
record labels.
In addition, its longtime management left,
and it had gone through
another name change.
Despite so many transitions, the young ladies
found success. In 1976,
the members decided to
separate.
The road that eventually led to LaBelle starting a solo career in 1977
had not been easy – neither professionally nor
personally. Many things

were different being a
solo artist, but LaBelle
was ready.
The time had come
when she would take the
stage, and the audience
would answer the question of whether she had
the right “look.” LaBelle,
an outstanding performer, would give them
numerous dramatic ensembles from which to
choose.
Hit songs, acting opportunities, and book
deals followed, as well as
recognition and awards.
It is naïve to think that
some do not consider a
person’s “look” when deciding to help them open
a door of opportunity and
step through it.

The test, however, is
what happens after the
consideration.
How
much progress has been
made after those Civil
Rights Acts of 1957, 1960,
1964, 1965, and 1968?
These days, many
know LaBelle by her dramatic soprano vocals
without introduction. Her
exciting performances
are truly memorable.
Her career has lasted
across five decades.
She’s got the look.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com
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Gibbs Classes
of ‘63, ‘65 & ‘66
Annual Holiday Party
Friday, December 27, 2019
8:00 pm to Midnight
Tickets $20.00 • BYOF – Cash Bar
Free Soft Drinks & Bottled Water
Music by DJ Charles,
featuring Ms. Jackie

Gulfport Casino
Ballroom
5500 Shore Blvd. S.
Gulfport, FL 33707
For tickets and information, call
Mary Allen (727) 327-7717
Jacquelyn Williams (727) 864-3323
Shirley Smith (727) 415-4628

Annua
A
al
M
Meetin
ng
g

Healthy Start cordially invites
s you to FHOHEUDWHZLWKXV for our 2019
2
annual
meeting7KHHYHQWZLOOVKRZ
ZFDVHourSURJUDP successesDQGIXWXUH
HQGHDYRUV'RQ WPLVVRXWRQ
nnerUHYHDO
QRXU2020 Calendar DQGCoYHUU Win
Saturday, December 14, 2019 from 10am-1pm
Center for Health Equity,
2333 34th Street South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Please RSVP online by December 9th.
nnual
Call 727-767-6780 FMI or visit www.HopkinsAllChildrens.org/HSAn

W W W . T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

Community Family Fun Night
2019 lights up Buccaneer
Football Field
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER – Last
month, face painting, line
dancing, bounce houses,
and a rock-climbing wall
were all on the menu,
along with an “egg in a
spoon race” between
Mayor George Cretekos
and members of the
Upper Pinellas Ministerial Alliance.
The event was the annual Community Family
Fun Night, held at Buccaneer Football Field in
North
Greenwood.
Started by Marilyn Turman in 2014, it has become a much-anticipated
event for residents, community partners and
stakeholders.
Attendees
enjoyed
free hotdogs, hamburgers, drinks and cotton
candy — along with impressive step routines by
Young Kings Heirarchy,
dance performances by
Artz 4 Life Academy, and
entertainment by Ivy

King Jackson, a professional Michael Jackson
impersonator. Audiences
and community leaders
joined dance instructor
Leslie Henry in several
simple and not so simple
line dances.
Juli Worthington of
Let’s Glow LED supplied
a brand-new highlyblinged out bike featuring
her specially designed
LED glow lights to a
lucky raffle winner.
Apostle Norma L
Fontaine-Philbert of Garden of Grace Ministries,
and RCS Pinellas’ Kirk
Ray Smith, Sr. shared
their partnership to support victims of the September devastation of the
Bahamas by Hurricane
Dorian with a fundraiser
and donation drive. You
can learn more about that
here.
Representatives from
several Clearwater nonprofits were in attendance,
including
A
Mother’s Arms, Inc, FYI
Community Partnership,

Inc., and the Clearwater
Neighborhood Family
Center (CNFC), which
announced winners of its
Red Ribbon Week Poster
and Rap Competition.
Other sponsors and
supporting organizations
included
Clearwater
Neighborhood Family
Center, Artz 4 Life Academy, Clearwater Police
Department, City of
Clearwater,
Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office,
Pinellas Technical College, Young Life Inc,
United Way, Sam’s Club,
St. Petersburg College,
Signature Graphics &
Printing, Seeds of Promise, Let Go LED, Jolley
Trolley,, USG, Clearwater
NAACP, RCS Pinellas,
Tampa Bay Black Business Investment Corp.,
Neighborhood Walmart,
the Community Alliance
Volunteers, and many
community churches.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com
See more photos, page 10
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AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE HUBBARD, ESQ.
President, ASALH

Historian Eric Foner recently published a book entitled
“The
Second
Founding,” which explores
how the incredible struggle
to create “a new definition
of American citizenship, incorporating equal rights regardless of race, was
written into the Constitution.”
The 13th, 14th, and
15th Amendments to the
United States Constitution
are often referred to as the
Civil War Amendments or
the Reconstruction Amendments. They were encouraged and fought for by
early abolitionists in Congress during the existence
of and after the defeat of the
Confederacy.
It was a bitter struggle,
made all the more difficult
after the assassination of
President Abraham Lincoln. It took a valiant effort
after the Civil War to secure
the passage of these
amendments.
As early as 1619, slavery existed in the North
America British Colonies.
Between the American
Revolution in 1776 and
1804, the northern states
provided for the gradual
abolition of slavery in some

form; however, no southern state did so during this
period, and slavery continued as a lawful institution in
some places, even after the
Emancipation Proclamation of 1863.
That institution did not
end until after the Union
Troops won the Civil War
in 1865. The harsh, cruel,
and inhumane system was
codified in many places.
Under Article IV, Section 2,
Clause 3 of the United
States Constitution, no person could be freed by escaping to a non-slave state.
This provision is called
the “Fugitive Slave Clause.”
The enslaved could not run
to freedom without fear of
capture and return or even
death. Fortunately, there
were non-slave states and
Canada where the enslaved, often using the Underground Railroad to
freedom, did not enforce
the Fugitive Slave Act.
Slave catchers, however,
could be anywhere.
On Feb. 10, 1864, the
Senate Judiciary Committee drafted the language
currently in the 13th
Amendment. The Senate
passed the amendment on
April 8, 1864. The proposal,
however, failed in the
House of Representatives.
On Jan. 31, 1865, after

the defeat of the Confederacy, the 13th Amendment
was finally passed by Congress. On Dec. 6, 1865, it
became part of the Constitution after ratification by 27
States.
It was certified as a valid
amendment by Secretary
of State Seward on Dec. 18,
1865. Upon the adoption of
the 13th Amendment, the
Fugitive Slave Clause became null and void.
The amendment abolished involuntary servitude, except for those
convicted of a crime. It took
a long time, from at least
1619 to 1865 and a bloody
civil war, for slavery to be
abolished in the United
States through the adoption
of the 13th Amendment.
Even after its adoption,
the South continued to fight
against its implementation.
After Reconstruction, the
provision that allowed involuntary servitude for those
convicted of a crime was
used to re-enslave many
black men and women who
were arrested and convicted of petty offenses,
such as vagrancy and loitering.
The black penal population was often rented out by
local governments to work
for private industries.
These incarcerated black
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The struggle for the Civil War
Amendments
men and women were used
to construct railroads and
other capital construction
projects by state and local
governments for free.
In a sense, this form of
enslavement persisted until
the civil rights struggles of
the 1950s and 1960s finally
ended it. The provision is
still in the Constitution, but
rarely abused the way it
was after Reconstruction.
The 14th Amendment
granted the newly freed
equal protection under the
federal laws of the United
States and entitlement to
due process under federal
law. The 15th Amendment
granted all men, but no
woman, the right to vote
under federal law.
The United States
Supreme Court, in a series
of decisions between 1857
and 1873, such as Dred
Scott v. Sandford, The
Slaughterhouse
Cases,
United States v, Cruikshank, and Screws v.
United States, eviscerated
the protections of the three
amendments.
By 1873, all three
amendments were under
siege by court decisions
and enforcement of the
southern states’ racist
“Black Codes.” The United
States Supreme Court permitted this oppressive

After Reconstruction, the provision that
allowed involuntary servitude for those
convicted of a crime was used to re-enslave
many black men and women who were
arrested and convicted of petty offenses, such
as vagrancy and loitering.
racial separation primarily
by legitimizing the concept
of “states’ rights.” In doing
so, it permitted the Southern states to effectively end
Reconstruction and allowed for institutionalized,
systemic racism, which became a way of life in America.
This racist system continued until the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1950s and
1960s. The turning point
was the Supreme Court decision of Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka,
Kansas on May 17, 1954.
In that case, the court
held that racial segregation
was “inherently unequal.”
This decision met with
tremendous
opposition
throughout the United

States, and a massive
counter-movement
opposed to desecration vowed
to continue the separation
of the races.
Segregationists argued
for their “way of life.” There
was vociferous opposition
to African-American cultural leaders and institutions.
Southern
segregationist lawmakers
in Congress pledged to
have separation of the races
last forever. Many still do.
Attorney Jacqueline
Williams Hubbard graduated from the Boston University Law School. She is
currently the president of
the St. Petersburg Branch
of the Association for the
Study of African American
Life and History, Inc.

NCNW Thanksgiving basket giveaway services 250 families
ST. PETERSBURG –
This is the season when
communities pull together
to service the needs of
others. The St. Petersburg
Metropolitan Section of
the National Council of
Negro
Women,
Inc.
(NCNW), along with numerous community partners, were able to service
the needs of the Midtown
community on Tuesday,
Nov. 19.
Held at the historic
Fannye Ayer Ponder
Council House, located at
1835 Ninth Ave. S, the organization served 75 percent more families than
last year thanks to the 20
community businesses

and organizations that
gave of their service,
funds and provided turkey
donations.
The giveaway included
not only turkeys and trimmings but also a truckload
of other side items delivered by Feed America
Tampa Bay and Somebody Cares Tampa Bay
that included an assortment of various meat and
fresh vegetables.
Families received a
turkey, dinner sides, two
additional types of meat
and other groceries; extra
blessings included gently
used clothing, shoes and
small appliances. NCNW
members were greeted

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord saints.
Well, the tournament
is over, and again I want to
thank St. Petersburg Police Chief Anthony Holloway and his command
and office staff for their incredible support in making this year’s Unity
Tournament a success.
Shout out also to my Tuesday Guys, and my fellow
golfers who came from
Polk County, not to mention our honoree, 100year-old three-time black
golf hall of famer Mr. Herbert Dixon, who I heard
from one of his teammates, carried them most
of the match!
I did my best to ensure
everyone that participated
left with at least two gifts,
and so far, all I’m hearing
from those who came out
was that they had a great
time and are looking forward to the next one.
Although I didn’t have
the expected turn out, I’m
thrilled that I was able to
give this opportunity to
the community as well as
the police to dialogue and
have a good time as well.

The list included Chief
Holloway, Assistant Chief
Michael Kovacsev, Major
Frank Williams, Major
Robert Mailhiot, Lt. Steve
Mandakis, Lt. Brian Taylor,
Detective
Sam
Brachna, Sergeant Scott
Elizondo and Sergeant
Kenny Miller.
Major Williams was on
our winning team, and we
had great dialogue, being
he was born and raised
here and has been a part
of all that south St. Pete
has experienced over the
years.
One thing I did find interesting was that many
who I have seen express
their concerns with the
police department, as well
as many in official positions, were silent when
this unique opportunity
was placed in their laps to
have an honest and open
dialog.
Oh, my bad, I forgot,
because you didn’t orchestrate it, you either felt it
would fail or wasn’t important enough to at least acknowledge you knew it
was happening.

with a myriad of thankful
responses.
After the loss of
beloved member, Cynthia
Glenn, who handled logistics, NCNW members
were blessed to have the
Masonic District #26
MWUGL of Florida PHA
Masons to assist in every
aspect of the day from setting up to parking to
breaking down the site.
The Naomi and Titus 2
Covenant Alliance also assisted with serving families.
Once again, Pastor
Eddie Robinson and his
wife demonstrated their
mastery of the grill as
they prepared a scrump-

tious lunch. Each year the
couple has rearranged
their busy missionary
schedules to be on-site to
assist in any capacity.
NCNW is always

thankful for all their sponsors and membership for
demonstrating the value
of “blessed to be blessing.”
For more information

about the St. Petersburg
Metropolitan Section of
the National Council of
Negro Women, Inc.,
please visit www.ncnwstpete.org.

Battle scars: When the
church wounds its own,
part 7
I found it comical that
people questioned what
was happening when I
posted the photo SPPD
Marketing
Director
Yolonda Fernandez took
at the course before us
starting. I only had it published in the Challenger
since September as well
as created an event and invited every friend I have
on my Facebook, more
than 400 in St. Pete.
This is just the beginning, and I plan to continue to reach out to those
I mentioned back in August in the article of my
bishop-elect appointment,
so if you read the article
and your name was
printed, know that I’m
coming to you soon.
Back to battle scars.
I’m pleasantly surprised that after almost six
years and nearly 200 articles, I’m just now starting
to receive feedback from
my readers. I always leave
my cell, email and Twitter
as well, so I have no problem receiving feedback
from anything I write.
I’m thankful that when

I started writing, the Lord
guided me to make sure I
don’t put individuals directly on blast but ensure
the deed, or mess, or sin
was exposed. If they read
the column, they will
know it’s them.
I know that most of
what I write creates secret
“frenemies” but that’s not
an issue I have to deal
with. The reason being, I
almost always post scriptures to back up what I
say, so in essence, I’m just
telling you what “thus
saith the Lord” and if you
have a problem or issue
with it, take it up with the
original author.

This passage of scripture from Ezek 34 I know
should have been eyeopening and jaw-dropping
because we are living this
same scenario today and
see that we can easily put
more than a handful of
names in the blanks as the
“guilty” parties.
I wasn’t to apologize
because I want to completely dedicate every
word in the column to
both Ezek 34 and 2 Thes 2
when I speak on them so
what I want to do is address something that
came up last week.
Let me give you the
scriptures first, then let

you marinate over them
till next week to see if you
can kinda get what the issues were.
Gen 1:1, In the beginning God
John 1: 1-3, 14, 3:16
10:30, 1 John 5: 7
14:15-18, 26 PLEASE
read slowly and carefully.
Who will send the Comforter? 15:26, 16:7-11
I could post more, but
you should have the general idea by now.
If not, I will deal with it
at the beginning and on to
Ezek 34. Promise.
Till next week,
Blessings Bishop-Elect
Dr. Rob Harrison
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RA
AT
TES AS LOW AS

2.75% APR*

REFI & RIDE
SAY YES TO A LOWER PAYMENT
• New purchase or reﬁnance
your current auto loan

• Easy process with no
application fee

• We offer great rates for
motorcycles, boats and RVs

• Quick approvals, often
the same day

Call 727.431.7690 or visit reﬁandride.com
Reﬁnancing is subject to credit approval by Achieva Credit Union. Additional terms and conditions apply
such as vehicle age, mileage, value and debt ratio. Auto APR=Annual Percentage Rate and is based on loan
term, credit and collateral qualiﬁcations. For a 2019 model yearr,, A loan amount of $10,000, a term of 36
months, a 730 credit score, an APR of 2.75%, your monthly payment would be $290.04. Floor rate 2.75%. If
you choose to reﬁnance your loan with Achieva Credit Union, we may be able to reduce your APR. Howeverr,, if you choose a loan term that is longer than the term left on your current loan, you will pay interest over
a longer period of time and the overall cost of the loan may be higher. Rates are subject to change without
notice. Reﬁnance terms available for Non-Achieva loans only. Membership qualiﬁcations apply.
Insured by NCUA.

